MEMORANDUM

TO:

SENIORS AND PARENTS, CLASS OF 2011
FROM:
 Dianne Smiley and Mary Davey, Senior Class Advisor

DATE:
September 2010

RE:

GRADUATION
COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES

Commencement exercises will be held at the USCA Convocation Center on Thursday, June 2, 2011, at 5:00 p.m.

PARTICIPATION IN GRADUATION EXERCISES

Participation in all senior activities is a privilege.  Students who have discipline problems may be prohibited from participating in graduation, Honors Day, and/or the senior breakfast.

In order to participate in graduation exercises, students must meet all requirements for the South Carolina High School Diploma, South Carolina Certificate, or a Special Education Certificate.  A student may participate in graduation exercises only once.

DIPLOMA

Language Arts






              4 units

U. S. History






              1 unit

Economics (1/2 unit) & Government (1/2 unit)


              1 unit

Other Social Studies





              1unit

Mathematics






              4 units

Natural Science






              3 units

Physical Education or NJROTC




              1 unit

Computer Science





              1 unit

Foreign Language or Occupational Education


              1 unit

Electives






              7 units









            24 units

In addition to the twenty-four units, students must also pass the English/Language Arts and Math portions of the Exit Exam.

CERTIFICATE OF ATTENDANCE
A South Carolina Certificate is awarded to those students who pass the required twenty-four (24) units for credit but do not pass the South Carolina Exit Examination.

SPECIAL EDUCATION CERTIFICATE

A Special Education Certificate will be awarded upon completion of objectives stated in a student’s Individualized Education Plan.  This type of certificate will be awarded to students enrolled in self-contained models after 12 years of school, provided they have met the State Board of Education regulation requiring attendance of 170 days per year in each class.

TICKETS

Admission is by ticket only. Each senior will be issued ten (10) tickets.  Graduates will sign for the tickets. There will be no replacements even if the tickets are lost or misplaced.  Each person attending must have a ticket, regardless of age. No balloons or noisemakers will be allowed  during graduation or Honors Day.

TICKETS WILL BE HANDED OUT TO GRADUATING SENIORS ON WEDNESDAY JUNE 1, FROM 1:00 – 4:00 PM IN THE AUDITORIUM.  STUDENTS MUST BRING ID’S.  NO STUDENT WILL BE ALLOWED TO PICK UP ANYONE ELSE’S TICKETS.  ONLY THE GRADUATING SENIOR OR THE PARENTS OF THE SENIOR WITH A PICTURE ID MAY PICK UP GRADUATION TICKETS.  All FEES ASSOCIATED WITH NAHS, INCLUDING JOSTENS, MUST BE CLEARED BEFORE TICKETS ARE DISTRIBUTED.
PHOTOGRAPHY

A professional photographer will be taking your picture on *May 12, 2011.  Information will be handed out in early May.    * Tentative Date            

The taking of other pictures during the graduation ceremony is discouraged.  If pictures are made, they must be made from the seats. The disruption caused by people coming to the front to photograph graduates is very distracting and unfair to the other graduates when their names are called.

Studio cap and gown photos will be taken in May in the auditorium.

VIDEO CAMERAS – Self-contained, hand-held cameras (35mm or video) may be used during the procession and graduation ceremony.  No power source is available in the Convocation Center.  No one will be allowed to stand at or leave his seat to film, as this would block the view of others in the audience.  Cameras must be hand held, as tripods and light banks may not be set up or used.  It is inappropriate to photograph religious services; cameras should not be used during a Baccalaureate service.
PROCEDURES FOR RECEIVING DIPLOMA
When the time arrives for you to receive your diploma, please observe the following procedures:


1.
Go to the front of the podium.

2.
Wait until your name is called before starting across the stage.

3.
Receive your diploma in your left hand, and shake hands with your right hand.

4.
Receive your diploma, return to your seat, and be seated.

5.
No comments or gestures are necessary except a polite thank you to the principal.

6. 
Tassels are not switched at graduation.

 HONORS DAY Schedule
Honors Day will be held in the NAHS gymnasium Wednesday,  May 18, 2011, at

6:00 p.m.  This is an important ceremony during which seniors are recognized for

outstanding achievements and contributions.  Caps and gowns will be worn for 

this ceremony.  Parents are invited to attend.  Parents may park in front of

            the gym.





            SENIOR BREAKFAST Schedule

            The Senior Breakfast is for students ONLY and will be held May 12, 2011, at

            8:10 in the cafeteria.                                           

PRACTICE SCHEDULE

· After Senior Breakfast, we will have a dress rehearsal for graduation.  Students should wear graduation attire and bring cap and gown for practice on the 13th.

· Additional Practices scheduled  May 13, 2011.

You are REQUIRED to be at  practice in order to participate in the graduation exercises. Two tickets will be lost for each practice not attended.

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATION AND HONORS DAY

ARRIVAL TIME
Graduation:  You will need to be checked in at the USCA Convocation Center by 4:00 p.m. already properly dressed.  You will check in at the side doors at USCA Convocation Center.  You may not wait and line up when you see the procession line moving.
Honors Night: 5:30 p.m.  – Report to the school. 

PARKING FOR GRADUATION
The USCA Convocation Center is located at 375 Robert Bell Parkway, Aiken. SC, 29801.  Students who enter from Robert Bell Parkway should park in the lot to the left at the rear corner of the Convocation Center.  Students will enter through the doors on the left side of the Convocation Center.

DRESS
Proper dress is a requirement for taking part in all academic assemblies – Honors Day and Graduation.  Nothing is to be worn on the cap except the tassel or on the gown except cords issued by the administration.  NO badges, pins, jewelry, flowers, etc.  Articles such as flowers, purses, books, etc. may not be carried.  Graduation programs will be placed in the seats prior to the graduation program.  In addition to the cap and gown, the following dress is required:

Graduates not meeting these dress requirements will not take part in these ceremonies.
LADIES:
A straight, dark blue or black dress or dark skirt and blouse with no fabric showing at the neck of the gown.  This will achieve a V-neck appearance with the collar.  The skirt length must be below the knee but shorter than the gown.  A white collar comes with the cap and gown and MUST be pinned or sewn to the gown before coming to the exercises.   Shoes should be black dress shoes; heel height is your choice; no spiked heels. Please leave purses at home or locked in your car.  We have no place to store valuables.

GENTLEMEN:
A  solid white dress shirt and a plain, dark tie (dark blue or black).  Bow ties are not permitted.  Also, dark trousers (dark blue or black), dark socks, and dark

shoes are required.  Jackets are not required.  Shoes should be black or very dark brown and may be penny loafers or dress shoes, but not athletic shoes or boots.

CAP:

The cap for men and women is to be worn over the forehead so that the mortarboard is level.  (It is not to be cocked to one side or placed on the back of the head.) The front of the cap is indicated on the inside of the crown.  Boys are to remove caps during the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, the National Anthem, and the Alma Mater.

TASSELS:
Tassels are worn on the right front of the cap and are not to be switched at graduation.  They are switched when a Bachelor’s Degree is earned.

NURSERY
No Nursery – Please leave small children at home.

REMINDERS

There will be a processional and a recessional for Commencement.  There will be only a processional for Honors Day.

These are formal occasions to honor you.  You are to act accordingly and save the celebrating until after the ceremonies.  Please remind those you invite to remain seated and not to walk around during the ceremony. Also, family or individual demonstrations when a student is receiving a diploma is discouraged because it disrupts the progress of graduation.

If small children are brought, they should be kept seated and quiet. Everyone must have a ticket.

Gum chewing is prohibited.  All gum should be discarded before entering the building.

The Student Conduct Code regulations are in effect, and anyone under the influence of alcohol or drugs will not be allowed to participate.

Once a ticket holder enters the Convocation Center, he may leave but will not be allowed to re-enter.   Re-entry is not permitted. 

Tentative Schedule  BACCALAUREATE  

May 22, 2011 – 6:00 pm – First Baptist Church, 625 Georgia Avenue, North Augusta, SC 29841 – Arrive by 5:30 pm dressed in cap and gown.  

