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The Aiken County Public School District is the sixth largest school district in South
Carolina. In 2008-2009, 23,763 students in grades K-12 attended the district’s thirty-
eight regular public and three public charter schools. Additionally, 900 students
attended four-year-old child development and more than 1,000 students participated in
the adult education program. 53.43 percent of the district’s students qualify for free or
reduced priced meals. Eight schools have more than seventy-five percent of their
students qualifying for free or reduced priced meals. Over the past decade the number
of students living in poverty has increased steadily with the percentage of students
qualifying for free or reduced priced meals below forty percent in 1998. The district
serves ninety-three percent of the school-age children in Aiken County and a portion of
Saluda County. Covering 1,178 square miles, the district's school buses travel over an
area as large as the state of Rhode Island each day. In 2008-2009, school buses
transported more than 15,000 students nearly 3,000,000 miles.

In November 2009, the Aiken County Public School District participated in a Quality
Assurance Review (QAR) visit conducted by the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools, Council on Accreditation and School Improvement (SACS CASI) — a division of
AdvancED. A complete copy of the QAR report is available in the appendix of this
document. Specifically the report makes four recommendations:

Establish and communicate a common service delivery model used across the
district for targeted populations (i.e. special education, gifted and talented, and
English Speakers of Other Languages).
During evidence review and school visits, the team noted wide variance in instructional
services offered to targeted populations among schools. Several staff members were
unaware of services available or programs offered by the district to these groups and
unfamiliar with district protocols for targeted populations. In addition several schools
implemented curriculum and instructional activities inconsistent with those used at other
schools in the district.
Providing consistent access to programs and services throughout the district will eliminate
inconsistency that occurs when students transfer and promote equitable instruction and
learning opportunities.

Develop, implement, and communicate a district-wide framework to ensure the

consistent implementation of the core curriculum across the school district.
While the district has initiated a praiseworthy program to establish goals, objectives, and
assessments for the core curriculum at all schools, several staff members noted that some
areas do not know and understand the curriculum change and improvement process. Some
schools visited by the team, and individual subject area teachers, are well aware of the plan
and process of reform while others indicated they were aware of curriculum change but not
actively engaged in the process and could not articulate the structure or timeline for
implementation. Initiating a core curriculum development and improvement process across
the entire district requires consistent and effective communication with all stakeholders and



the monitoring of implementation to ensure widespread involvement and knowledge of the
process components and procedures for adopting these changes.

Review the existing facility improvement plan to include renovations to existing

facilities and new/ additional facilities and explore available funding options.
Stakeholders stated that several facilities in the district needed renovations, and the review
team noted that facilities, while well kept and functional, needed upgrades especially to
accommodate the increase in technology anticipated in the near future. District building and
renovation initiatives have been limited in the past thirty years and structural limits are now
hampering upgrades for technology hardware and communications.
Reviewing the critical building needs of the district, even during this period of economic
distress, will provide a priority order for addressing issues and establish a timeline for
addressing these priorities. In addition, including a large segment of the community in the
process will help to increase support and identify imaginative funding sources for these
critical district needs.

Review and revise the school district technology plan and include a timeline for

implementation.
The team reviewed the district technology plan and examined technology available during
school visits. While access and use is district wide, there appears to be no consistent
purchasing policy and a wide disparity among school sites in technology available and in
use. Several staff members noted that elementary and middle schools had more available
access to computers, SmartBoards and software and used additional funds to increase their
technology inventory. In addition, the district has not established a timeline for implementing
the technology plan in all schools and has not established guidelines and a schedule of
implementation. Implementation of a technology plan communicated to all stakeholders will
increase consistency of effort to use technology as an instructional tool, and management
of the plan will insure equity and adequacy.

These AdvanED recommendations have been considered in the update of the strategic
plan. New or revised strategies and activities have been included that directly address
the recommendations.

Aiken County Public Schools’ rigorous curriculum for both middle school and high
school prepares students for post secondary education and the workforce. Intense
study and hands-on training is available through AP courses, Aiken County Career and
Technology Center opportunities, and the Tech-Prep School-To-Work program. Aiken
County high school graduates earn nearly $29 million in scholarships annually and
earned over $30 million in 2008-09. This achievement, in part, enables over ninety
percent of the district's graduates to enroll in colleges and universities locally and
across the nation. Nearly seventy percent of our students enter higher institutions of
learning immediately after graduating from high school, and an average of ninety
percent pass all courses taken during their freshman year. The English as a Second
Language program provides language support services to more than 1,000 students
who have been identified as Limited English Proficient (LEP). Alternative school
programs are operated to address the academic and emotional needs of 265 students
who would be expelled from school otherwise.
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Approximately fifty-eight percent of the district's students take the SAT each year. The
average SAT score for the 2008 senior class was 1,474, which is well above the state
average of 1,388. Our high school students accumulate nearly 300 credits toward
college each year as a result of passing college level courses and advance placement
examinations.

Still, our graduation rate stands out as an area of significant concern. Aiken County’s
2009 on-time graduation rate of 67.1% is considerably below the state rate of 73.7%.
Disaggregated data shows our students below the state in every subgroup with critical
deficits in the African American and subsidized meal subgroups. Only one high school
had an overall graduation rate that exceeded the state average.

Needs assessment as a component of continuous improvement is a priority for the
Aiken County Public School District, and as such, considerable energy goes into data
collection and analysis. Summative data such as PACT/PASS, HSAP, and graduation
rate form the core of information that is studied prior to charting and recalculating a
course for improvement. However, these “snapshots” do not provide a complete view. In
order to make truly quality decisions, district and school personnel rely on a variety of
formative data that is available. Academic data sources include Measures of Academic
Progress (MAP), DIBELS, Dominie, classroom assessments, formal and informal
observations, writing prompts, Computer Assisted Instruction (CAl) progress, and
school-developed screening and progress monitors. We also review a variety of survey
data from a number of sources including parents, students, teachers, and the
community. Demographic data including facilities studies, community profiles, the
Persistently Dangerous Schools report, the Uniform Management Information and
Reporting System (UMIRS), and the Kids Count report also serve as sources of vital
information in determining the direction for the school district.

Overall academic achievement has and continues to increase; however, a few areas of
concern which require intervention as described in this plan stand out. The disabled
subgroup failed to attain proficiency in both ELA and math. Disabled students by
definition require more time and specialized personnel to reach their goals. While time is
a variable, school districts do not have the option of extending the cutoff points for
objectives to be reached. Expertise in the classroom is the one variable that can and
should be improved.

The percentage of students meeting standard on the math portion of HSAP had steadily
increased since 2005. However, the state average increased at a more significant pace
until 2009 when both the state and district averages fell. Also, our students have
consistently out-performed the state average on HSAP English Language Arts but
demonstrated a steady decline from 2007 and 2009. A demographic breakdown of the
data indicates that the disabled, African-American, Hispanic, Limited English Proficient,
and subsidized meal subgroups scored slightly lower than their peers. It should be
noted that between 2006 and 2009 LEP students demonstrated significant gains in both
areas tested, which is a testament to the initiatives in place for this population. Varying
levels of performance can also be noted from school to school.

11



PACT and PASS for grades 3-8 follow a similar pattern to HSAP. The district’s students
consistently out-perform the state average, but there are subgroups and schools which
demonstrate a need for additional attention.

As noted earlier, the district has a dedicated and highly qualified workforce. Of our
3,300 employees, 1,900 are certified teachers and administrators. Fifty-eight percent
have earned masters degrees or beyond. Since 2002, the district has worked diligently
to ensure that all teachers and paraprofessionals are highly qualified. In 2008-09, only
1.96 percent of all classes were taught by teachers who had not attained highly qualified
status for the particular subject. When adjusted for the charter schools that are included
in our HQ report, the number falls to less than one percent. Still, our goal has been and
continues to be a one hundred percent highly qualified staff including charter schools.

Perception is an important part of the data picture and is critical in analyzing the
schools’ and district's climate. There is a significant variance in the stakeholder
responses from school to school, but the trend district-wide points to some global
needs. There is a discrepancy between the responses from teachers and those from
parents and students. In regard to learning environment and physical environment, the
difference in overall satisfaction is generally fifteen percentage points with teachers
giving the higher rating. On learning environment teachers are generally twenty
percentage points higher than high school students. Parent and student responses on
home-school relations remain consistent with the other two questions, but teacher
responses drop significantly.

Although the school district has maintained a five-year facilities plan since the early
1980’s, increased maintenance and construction costs, lower pupil-teacher ratios, and
program changes have made it difficult to keep up with the demand for new and
improved spaces. In fall 2007, the district contracted with M. B. Kahn Construction
Company to perform a demographics and facilities needs assessment. The study
concluded that a variety of issues exist that should be addressed. Among these are that
half of the buildings in the district are forty to sixty years old. While, in general, facilities
have been well maintained, deficiencies such as accommodations for handicapped
access, mechanical infrastructure, and climate control are very common. Half of the
district’'s schools also have enroliments that exceed capacity. In 2007-08, 120 classes
were housed in mobile classrooms. Also, space limitations require that instruction takes
place in areas for which it was not intended (stages, offices, storage areas, etc.). As a
result of the assessment, M. B. Kahn recommended that the district build three new
schools, construct additions at thirty-one schools, and engage in various levels of
renovation in the remaining schools.

Careful study of the various data available and a focus on the district's vision and
mission have led to the development of four principle goals:

12



Goal 1: Student Achievement

By spring 2014, Aiken County students will demonstrate academic proficiency by
meeting the following targets:

* PASS — The district mean of students in each demographic subgroup scoring Met or
Exemplary will be above the state mean in the four core content areas.

* HSAP — The percentage of Aiken County students in each demographic subgroup
passing both subtests will be at or above districts like ours.

* SAT — The mean total score for Aiken County students will be at or above the national
average.

* ACT — The mean total score for Aiken County students will be at or above the national
average.

* AP Exams — Of the Aiken County students taking AP exams, 65% will score 3 or
above.

Goal 2: Student Achievement
By

Goal 3: Teacher/Leadership Quality
By spring of 2014, 100% of our classes will be taught by teachers who maintain highly
qualified status as defined by the No Child Left Behind Act.

Goal 4: School Climate

By spring of 2014, 95% of the district’s stakeholders will indicate satisfaction with the
learning environment, social and physical environment, and school-home relations at
each of our schools as measured by agree and strongly agree responses on the state
report card survey.

The implementation of the strategies and activities contained within the document are
designed to lead to the realization of these goals.
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MISSION, VISION, VALUES, AND BELIEFS (Optional)

VISION:

Aiken County Public Schools: Building for a Better Tomorrow, One Child at a Time

MISSION:

The mission of the Aiken County Public School District is to create in students a
passion for learning and achievement that will serve them as they compete and
contribute in a global society.

An Area of Special Academic Emphasis: Reading achievement at all grade levels
(K-12), with special emphasis on direct reading instruction in grades K-3.

Literacy Vision: Aiken County Public Schools demonstrates an unwavering
commitment of the educational community to embrace their responsibility for
ensuring that each student at any level becomes a successful reader and writer.

Fundamental Values

The Aiken County Public School District will be known for

Safe learning environments where every student has the opportunity to achieve
developmental outcomes at the highest potential,

Highly qualified educators and competent support persons who can orchestrate
and facilitate exceptional learning outcomes at every level and who continue to
grow personally and professionally throughout their careers,

Facilities that nurture effective learning practices for all students,

A transportation system that is safe, efficient, and accessible to all students,
Appropriate use of technology to further learning and to make information
management more productive, and,

An organizational culture that encourages integrity, collegiality, high expectations
for student success, student, parental and community engagement, and
continuous improvement.
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Appendix 1. Needs Assessment Data

PASS 2009
2009 PASS ELA (Reading and Research)

100%

90% —

80% —

70% +

60% -

0% Exemplary
50% B % Met
E % Not Met

40% -+

30% -

20% +

10% -

0% -

3 4 5 6 7 8

Grade Level

2009 PASS Writing

100% +

90% -+

80% -+

70% +—

60% -+

0% Exemplary
50% - B % Met
@ % Not Met

40% -

30% 4

20% +

10% -

0% -
3 4 5 6 7 8
Grade Level
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2009 PASS Mathematics

100%

80% -

60% -

0% Exemplary
B % Met
@ % Not Met

40% ~

20% -

0% -+

3 4 5 6 7 8
Grade Level

2009 PASS Science

100%

80%

60% -
0% Exemplary
H % Met

40% - @ % Not Met

20% -

0% -+
4 5 6 7

Grade Level
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2009 PASS Social Studies

100%

80% -

60% -
0% Exemplary
H % Met

40% - @ % Not Met

20% -

0% -
3 4 5 6 7 8

Grade Level

41



HSAP 2007 — 2009

2007 HSAP
Percentage Meeting Standard By Subgroup

100

HELA
W Math

2008 HSAP
Percentage Meeting Standard By Subgroup

100

60 - EELA
40 | B Math

2009 HSAP
Percentage Meeting Standard by Subgroup

100
80 -

60 -
40 -

mELA
W Math

20

0 -
All Students White Hispanic Limited Eng, Full-Pay
Prof. Meals

42




94
92
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88
86
84
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80

90

85

80

75

70

Percent of Students Scoring at Level 2 or Above

HSAP ELA

—e— Aiken County

—a— South Carolina

/\\

A

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
HSAP Math

Percent of Students Scoring at Level 2 or Above

—e— Aiken County

—&— South Carolina

~—_

'\/

V/i/\/\\.

2004

2005 2006
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HSAP First Attempt

Percent of Students Scoring at Level 2
or Above on Both Subtests

2007 2008 2009

B Aiken County M Districts with Students Like Ours

HSAP First Attempt

Percent of Students Scoring at Level 2
or Above on One Subtest

15
10
5 -
0 -
2007 2008 2009
@ Aiken County W Districts with Students Like Ours




100

2009 End of Course Tests

Percent of Students Scoring 70 or Above

Algebra 1/Math

Tech 2

English 1 Physical Science US History and the
Constitution

B Aiken County

W Districts with Students Like Ours
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2009 Graduation Rates

2009 On-time Graduation Rates
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LEP Students' English Proficiency

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

2006 2007 2008 2009

Based on ELDA - All Students

B Fully English
Proficient

O Advanced

O Intermediate

B Beginner

B Pre-functional

LEP Students' English Proficiency

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

2006 2007 2008 2009

a7

Based on ELDA - Elementary

B Fully English
Proficient

O Advanced

O Intermediate

B Beginner

B Pre-functional




LEP Students' English Proficiency
Based on ELDA - Middle School

100% T — I
80% —
60% —
40% - —
20% - I

0% - T T T

2006 2007 2008 2009

B Fully English
Proficient

O Advanced

O Intermediate

B Beginner

B Pre-functional

LEP Students' English Proficiency
Based on ELDA - High School

80% —

60% —

40%

20% - I
O% T T T T

2006 2007 2008 2009
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1040
1030
1020
1010
1000
990
980
970
960
950

SAT Average Total Scores 2003-2009

(Critical Reading and Math)

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Year

—e—District
—=—State
——Nation

ACT Average Composite Scores 2003-2009

23

22
21

P

20

. ~——— —

19

.__".__’_._’_.__,_.//"\-

18

17

16

15

14

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
Year
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2007 SAT Average Total Score

Il Aiken County
South Carolina
= United States

2008 SAT Average Total Score

1020 1007 1667

Il Aiken County
South Carolina
== United States

2009 SAT Average Total Score

1020 T003 1666

Il Aiken County
South Carolina
== United States
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2007 SAT Average Scores

520
500
480 - Il Aiken County
460 - South Carolina
440 - = United States
420 A
400 - T

Critical Readlng Math Writing

2008 SAT Average Scores

520
500
480 A Il Aiken County
460 A South Carolina
440 A = United States
420 A
400 A T

Critical Readlng Math Writing

2009 SAT Average Scores

Bl Aiken County
South Carolina
= United States

Critical Math Writing
Reading
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2007 ACT Total Score

25

25

20.7
20 A
15 A
10 A
5 -

19.6

19.6

I

2008 ACT Total Score

20 A

15 A

10 A

19.9

20.5

.
|
I

2009 ACT Total Score

25

20 A

15 A

10 A

19.7

21

Il Aiken County
South Carolina
= United States

Bl Aiken County
South Carolina
= United States

Bl Aiken County
South Carolina
= United States




2007 ACT Average Scores

25

Bl Aiken County
South Carolina
= United States

English Math Reading Science

2008 ACT Average Scores

25

Il Aiken County
South Carolina
= United States

English Math Reading Science

2009 ACT Average Scores

25

Il Aiken County
South Carolina
= United States

English Math Reading Science
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Measures of Academic Progress (MAP)
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Racial Composition of School Children, Aiken County Schools

Asian
American/Other,
2.50%

Hispanic, 4.40%

Black, 34.30%

White, 58.80%

Percentage of Students Receiving
Free or Reduced Priced Meals

60
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[e2] [e2]
)] (o))
<
© N~
(o] [e2]
)] (o))
— —

1998-1999
1999-2000
2000-2001
2001-2002
2002-2003
2003-2004
2004-2005
2005-2006
2006-2007
2007-2008
2008-2009
2009-2010
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TEACHER SURVEY RESPONSES - 2007-08 SCHOOL YEAR

DISTRICT=AIKEN

QUESTION

My school provides challenging instructional programs for students.

Teachers at my school effectively implement the State Curriculum Standards.
Teachers at my school focus instruction on understanding, not just memorizing facts.
Teachers at my school have high expectations for students@earning.

There is a sufficient amount of classroom time allocated to instruction in essential skills.
Student assessment information is effectively used by teachers to plan instruction.
Effective instructional strategies are used to meet the needs of low achieving students.
My school offers effective programs for students with disabilities.

Instructional strategies are used to meet the needs of academically gifted students.
The level of teacher and staff morale is high at my school.

Teachers respect each other at my school.

Teachers at my school are recognized and appreciated for good work.

Students at my school are motivated and interested in learning.

There are sufficient materials and supplies available for classroom and instructional use.
Our school has a good selection of library and media material.

Our school has sufficient computers for instructional use.

Computers are used effectively for instruction at my school.

There are relevant professional development opportunities offered to teachers at my school.

The school administration communicates clear instructional goals for the school.
The school administration sets high standards for students.

The school administration has high expectations for teacher performance.

The school administration provides effective instructional leadership.

Student assessment information is used to set goals and plan programs for my school.
Teacher evaluation at my school focuses on instructional improvement.

School administrators visit classrooms to observe instruction.

The school administration arranges for collaborative planning and decision making.
I AM SATISFIED WITH THE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT IN MY SCHOOL.

The grounds around my school are kept clean.

The hallways at my school are kept clean.
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%
DISAGREE

0.6
0.1
0.4
0.4
2.3
11
0.9
11
1.4
6.8
11
4.5
3.5
3.7
2.7
11.3
4.4
3.2
2.6
2.3
1.4
4.6
11
2.0
2.2
5.1
2.3
2.1
2.1

%
MOSTLY
DISAGREE

1.2
0.5
1.3
1.9
6.2
2.5
5.0
4.8
2.7
14.8
4.1
10.9
13.0
10.7
7.0
14.4
9.2
8.8
54
3.6
2.8
7.4
4.9
5.9
4.7
9.6
6.2
5.6
4.8

%
MOSTLY
AGREE

21.9
20.3
27.3
231
315
30.5
30.6
23.7
23.6
38.4
34.7
34.0
46.9
37.5
30.1
30.2
32.2
29.2
27.0
24.4
20.5
29.2
28.4
26.9
19.2
23.7
33.5
31.8
30.3

%
AGREE

76.1
78.8
70.7
74.2
59.8
65.2
63.3
69.9
71.2
39.7
59.7
50.3
36.6
47.8
590.1
43.6
53.7
58.5
64.9
69.7
75.3
58.6
65.3
64.6
73.7
61.2
57.9
60.4
62.9

%
DONT
KNOW

0.2
0.3
0.3
0.4
0.3
0.6
0.3
0.4
11
0.2
0.3
0.3
0.0
0.3
11
0.4
0.5
0.3
0.1
0.0
0.0
0.2
0.3
0.6
0.3
0.5
0.1
0.0
0.0

1593
1591
1592
1592
1592
1591
1587
1590
1591
1592
1592
1589
1588
1591
1590
1588
1591
1587
1590
1591
1586
1586
1588
1589
1585
1589
1589
1595
1592



The bathrooms at my school are kept clean.

The school building is maintained well and repaired when needed.
There is sufficient space for instructional programs at my school.
Students at my school behave well in class.

Students at my school behave well in the hallways, in the lunchroom, and on school grounds.

Rules and consequences for behavior are clear to students.

The rules about how students should behave in my school are fair.
The rules for behavior are enforced at my school.

| feel safe at my school before and after school hours.

| feel safe at my school during the school day.

| feel safe going to or coming from my school.

Students from different backgrounds get along well at my school.
Teachers and students get along well with each other at my school.
Teachers at my school collaborate for instructional planning.

I AM SATISFIED WITH THE SOCIAL AND PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT AT MY SCHOOL.
Parents at my school are aware of school policies.

Parents at my school know about school activities.

Parents at my school understand the school® instructional programs.
Parents at my school are interested in their children® schoolwork.
Parents at my school support instructional decisions regarding their children.
Parents attend conferences requested by teachers at my school.
Parents at my school cooperate regarding discipline problems.
Parents attend school meetings and other school events.

Parents participate as volunteer helpers in the school or classroom.
Parents are involved in school decisions through advisory committees.
I AM SATISFIED WITH HOME AND SCHOOL RELATIONS.

SOURCE: Online survey completed February 2008.
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6.9
5.0
9.7
3.8
4.6
2.6
1.3
4.0
1.3
0.8
0.4
1.2
0.7
4.1
2.1
0.5
0.4
1.2
3.0
1.9
2.3
2.6
4.3
7.9
2.7
3.2

134
11.6
15.3
8.7
11.9
5.8
3.0
8.3
2.0
1.3
0.7
3.5
15
9.2
5.9
3.5
3.6
8.6
13.4
8.4
10.7
8.6
19.7
225
11.2
12.8

36.6
35.7
33.1
56.0
53.4
28.8
20.3
36.5
20.7
17.2
16.3
39.4
35.3
29.7
34.4
29.0
27.8
43.0
58.5
56.3
57.3
60.7
49.8
37.7
34.4
49.3

43.0
47.7
41.9
31.4
30.1
62.5
75.3
51.2
76.0
80.6
82.5
55.9
62.4
56.4
57.4
67.0
68.1
46.9
24.7
32.9
29.0
27.8
25.7
29.0
49.0
34.5

0.1
0.0
0.0
0.1
0.0
0.3
0.2
0.0
0.1
0.1
0.1
0.1
0.1
0.6
0.1
0.1
0.1
0.3
0.3
0.4
0.8
0.4
0.4
2.8
2.7
0.2

1591
1592
1593
1594
1593
1594
1591
1593
1591
1586
1588
1590
1592
1590
1588
1594
1594
1590
1592
1594
1594
1589
1591
1588
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PARENT SURVEY RESPONSES - 2007-08 SCHOOL YEAR

Aiken

PLEASE MARK HOW MUCH YOU AGREE OR DISAGREE WITH THE FOLLOWING

My child® teachers give homework that helps my child learn.

My child® school has high expectations for student learning.

My child® teachers encourage my child to learn.

My child® teachers provide extra help when my child needs it.

| AM SATISFIED WITH THE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT AT MY CHILD& SCHOOL.
My child® teachers contact me to say good things about my child.

My child® teachers tell me how | can help my child learn.

My child® teachers invite me to visit my child® classrooms during the school day.

My child® school returns my phone calls or e-mails promptly.

My child® school includes me in decision-making.

My child® school gives me information about what my child should be learning in school.
My child® school considers changes based on what parents say.

My child® school schedules activities at times that | can attend.

My child® school treats all students fairly.

The principal at my child® school is available and welcoming.

| AM SATISFIED WITH HOME-SCHOOL RELATIONS AT MY CHILD& SCHOOL.
My child® school is kept neat and clean.

My child feels safe at school.

My child® teachers care about my child as an individual.

Students at my child® school are well-behaved.
| AM SATISFIED WITH THE SOCIAL AND PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT AT MY CHILD&
SCHOOL.

PLEASE TELL US IF YOU DO THE FOLLOWING

Attend Open Houses or parent-teacher conferences.
Attend student programs or performances.
Volunteer for the school (bake cookies, help in office, help with school fund raising, etc.)
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%
STRONGLY
DISAGREE

2.4
2.3
2.3
4.2
4.2
14.2
9.1
11.2
54
7.0
6.0
7.2
4.1
9.5
6.2
4.7
3.9
3.4
3.3
8.4

4.5

%

I DO
THIS

81.5
79.4
40.4

%
DISAGREE

5.2
6.8
4.7
11.6
11.8
32.6
28.1
32.7
115
21.7
17.4
21.4
12.0
145
8.4
14.0
6.2
8.5
9.1
20.6

13.4

%

| DONT DO
BUT
WOULD
LIKE TO

13.8
15.9
34.5

%
AGREE

60.5
54.0
51.6
46.9
52.6
35.7
45.8
37.5
51.4
49.2
54.8
35.9
59.6
43.7
47.1
56.5
55.8
56.8
49.0
46.0

57.5

%
| DONT
DO

& | DONT
CARE TO

4.1
3.5
22.2

%
STRONGLY
AGREE

28.6
33.7
37.5
29.2
29.1
15.9
15.0
14.9
23.9
155
191
11.0
19.6
16.3
28.0
20.6
30.8
28.7
29.0
11.3

20.3

%

ACTIVITY

NOT
OFFERED

0.5
1.2
2.8

%
DONT
KNOW

3.2
3.2
3.9
8.0
2.3
1.6
2.0
3.7
7.8
6.5
2.7
24.6
4.7
15.9
10.3
4.1
3.3
2.6
9.6
13.7

4.3

2374
2391
2388
2387
2392
2398
2394
2388
2392
2372
2393
2370
2387
2388
2395
2380
2403
2399
2396
2391

2389

2390
2388
2366



Go on trips with my child® school (out of town band contest, field trip to the museum, etc.)

Participate in School Improvement Council meetings.

Participate in Parent-Teacher-Student Organizations (PTA, PTO, etc.)

Participate in school committees (textbook committee, spring carnival committee, etc.)
Attend parent workshops (how to help my child with school work, how to talk to my
child about drugs, effective discipline, etc.)

PLEASE TELL US IF YOU DO THE FOLLOWING

Visit my child® classrooms during the school day.

Contact my child® teachers about my child® school work.

Limit the amount of time my child watches TV, plays video games, surfs the Internet.
Make sure my child does his/her homework.

Help my child with homework when he/she needs it.

PLEASE MARK IF EACH OF THE FOLLOWING IS TRUE OR FALSE

Lack of transportation reduces my involvement.
Family health problems reduce my involvement.

Lack of available care for my children or other family members reduces my involvement.

My work schedule makes it hard for me to be involved.

The school does not encourage my involvement.

Information about how to be involved either comes too late or not at all.
| don®feel like it is appreciated when | try to be involved.

PLEASE RATE YOUR SCHOOL ON...

The school® overall friendliness.

The school® interest in parents@deas and opinions.

The school® efforts to get important information from parents.
The school® efforts to give important information to parents.
How the school is doing overall.
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39.8
13.8
35.0
17.6
24.7

%

I DO
THIS

34.2
75.3
84.8
94.5
93.8

%
VERY
GOOD

37.6
22.9
26.5
29.6
29.8

40.4
46.1
34.7
39.8
37.8

%

| DONT DO
BUT
WOULD
LIKE TO

51.7
19.3
8.3
3.9
4.6

%
TRUE

10.2
14.3
14.7
55.8
22.2
29.3
14.6

%
GOOD

35.8
32.5
36.0
36.2
39.3

14.6
34.8
27.6
34.3
19.6

%
| DONT
DO

& DONT
CARE TO

14.0
5.4
6.9
1.6
1.6

%
FALSE

89.8
85.7
85.3
44.2
77.8
70.7
85.4

%
OKAY

22.6
34.5
27.5
25.2
25.8

5.2
5.2
2.7
8.3
18.0

%
BAD

2.4
7.2
7.6
6.3
3.3

%
VERY
BAD

1.6
2.8
2.4
2.6
1.8

2359
2343
2359
2359
2368

2383
2391
2400
2407
2419

2386
2388
2390
2387
2375
2375
2348

2394
2363
2373
2379
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HIGH SCHOOL SURVEY RESPONSES - 2007-08 SCHOOL YEAR

AIKEN

QUESTION

My classes are challenging (not too easy; they make me think).

My teachers want me to understand what | am learning, not just remember facts.

My teachers expect students to learn.

My teachers expect students to behave.

My teachers spend enough time helping me learn.

My teachers help students when they do not understand something.
My teachers do a good job teaching me mathematics.

My teachers do a good job teaching me English language arts.

My teachers give tests on what | learn in class.

My teachers give homework assignments that help me learn better.
My classes are interesting and fun.

Students at my school believe they can do good work.

My teachers praise students when they do good work.

Work done by students can be seen on the walls of my school.

The textbooks and workbooks | use at my school really help me to learn.
The media center at my school has a good selection of books.

| use computers and other technology at my school to help me learn.
| AM SATISFIED WITH THE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT IN MY SCHOOL.
The grounds around my school are kept clean.

The hallways at my school are kept clean.

The bathrooms at my school are kept clean.

Broken things at my school get fixed.

There is enough room for students to learn at my school.

Students at my school behave well in class.

Students at my school behave well in the hallways, in the lunchroom, and on school grounds.
Students at my school know the rules and what happens when students break the rules.

The rules about how students should behave in my school are fair.
The rules for behavior are enforced at my school.
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5.0
5.4
2.2
1.6
10.0
4.5
10.0
5.8
2.3
8.3
16.9
9.8
11.3
15.6
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7.0
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14.3
10.8
15.2
19.5
5.6
12.1
3.7

%
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DISAGREE

9.2
10.5

3.7

3.0
17.3
12.1
12.4

7.3

4.5
154
28.8
234
21.4
22.2
20.3
14.1
17.7
17.3
19.2
11.7
30.2
23.3
15.2
26.7
29.7

9.5
16.3

8.4

%
MOSTLY
AGREE

52.6
447
37.6
31.2
48.5
51.2
34.1
33.1
35.8
44.5
39.1
51.6
45.0
32.9
44.9
41.5
33.7
48.6
43.1
48.4
23.3
39.5
42.5
46.1
37.9
43.1
44.8
41.5

%
AGREE

33.3
39.4
56.4
64.1
24.2
32.2
43.5
53.9
57.4
31.8
15.2
15.3
22.3
29.3
23.2
32.4
37.2
22.9
26.4
32.8
135
22.9
315
12.0
12.8
41.9
26.8
46.4

1497
1499
1499
1489
1495
1492
1473
1494
1495
1489
1492
1494
1496
1494
1495
1459
1496
1494
1497
1493
1490
1492
1494
1493
1497
1491
1496
1492



| feel safe at my school before and after school hours.

| feel safe at my school during the school day.

| feel safe going to or coming from my school.

Students from different backgrounds get along well at my school.
Teachers and students get along well with each other at my school.
Teachers work together to help students at my school.

My school has a variety of extracurricular activities for students.

| AM SATISFIED WITH THE SOCIAL AND PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT AT MY SCHOOL.

My parent knows what | am expected to learn in school.

My parent knows how well | am doing in school.

My school informs parents about school programs and activities.
Parents at my school know their children® homework assignments.
My parent helps me with my homework when | need it.

Parents are welcomed at my school.

Parents volunteer and participate in activities at my school.

I AM SATISFIED WITH HOME-SCHOOL RELATIONS.
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8.5
7.7
5.4
9.2
8.9
8.0
5.9
10.5
6.7
3.7
13.3
26.6
18.2
4.7
15.2
9.3

9.8
7.2
5.1
16.3
15.7
16.5
9.5
12.2
10.3
5.5
21.8
30.6
13.2
7.8
17.4
9.4

39.7
39.2
37.1
48.4
53.2
48.7
37.3
46.4
34.9
30.2
35.3
25.8
28.8
38.0
38.3
39.2

42.0
45.9
52.3
26.2
22.2
26.8
47.3
30.9
48.2
60.6
29.6
17.1
39.8
49.5
20.1
42.1

1494
1497
1496
1491
1488
1486
1488
1494
1487
1484
1481
1482
1480
1476
1473
1473



STUDENT SURVEY RESPONSES - 2007-08 SCHOOL YEAR

DISTRICT=AIKEN

QUESTION

My classes are challenging (not too easy; they make me think).

My teachers want me to understand what | am learning, not just remember facts.

My teachers expect students to learn.

My teachers expect students to behave.

My teachers spend enough time helping me learn.

My teachers help students when they do not understand something.
My teachers do a good job teaching me mathematics.

My teachers do a good job teaching me English language arts.

My teachers give tests on what | learn in class.

My teachers give homework assignments that help me learn better.
My classes are interesting and fun.

Students at my school believe they can do good work.

My teachers praise students when they do good work.

Work done by students can be seen on the walls of my school.

The textbooks and workbooks | use at my school really help me to learn.
The media center at my school has a good selection of books.

| use computers and other technology at my school to help me learn.
| AM SATISFIED WITH THE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT IN MY SCHOOL.
The grounds around my school are kept clean.

The hallways at my school are kept clean.

The bathrooms at my school are kept clean.

Broken things at my school get fixed.

There is enough room for students to learn at my school.

Students at my school behave well in class.

Students at my school behave well in the hallways, in the lunchroom, and on the playground.
Students at my school know the rules and what happens when students break the rules.

The rules about how students should behave in my school are fair.
The rules for behavior are enforced at my school.
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%
DISAGREE

7.3
2.8
1.1
1.1
6.5
2.4
4.5
3.0
1.1
54
151
10.0
9.1
4.8
8.0
11.2
7.9
10.2
135
6.6
30.0
7.2
6.2
23.3
23.9
4.5
11.9
4.3

%
MOSTLY
DISAGREE

9.5
4.1
1.7
1.8
11.0
5.3
6.6
4.2
1.6
8.6
20.0
19.4
13.2
7.6
12.0
13.6
11.6
12.3
15.2
8.2
23.6
12.7
8.0
29.0
29.0
7.0
12.8
6.6

%
MOSTLY
AGREE

43.2
29.0
20.9
19.7
39.4
34.5
26.2
26.3
24.1
35.5
39.1
45.9
35.8
29.2
41.7
32.7
28.4
39.7
41.9
36.0
29.7
36.1
28.7
37.9
36.1
32.7
31.1
30.6

%
AGREE

40.0
64.0
76.4
77.4
43.2
57.9
62.7
66.5
73.3
50.5
25.8
24.6
42.0
58.4
38.3
42.5
52.1
37.8
29.4
49.2
16.8
441
57.1

9.8
11.0
55.8
44.2
58.4

3212
3217
3223
3214
3217
3214
3213
3211
3208
3203
3202
3209
3208
3212
3207
3212
3202
3215
3221
3219
3212
3212
3201
3205
3216
3220
3214
3205



| feel safe at my school before and after school hours.

| feel safe at my school during the school day.

| feel safe going to or coming from my school.

Students from different backgrounds get along well at my school.
Teachers and students get along well with each other at my school.
Teachers work together to help students at my school.

| AM SATISFIED WITH THE SOCIAL AND PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT AT MY SCHOOL.

My parent knows what | am expected to learn in school.

My parent knows how well | am doing in school.

My school informs parents about school programs and activities.
Parents at my school know their children® homework assignments.
My parent helps me with my homework when | need it.

Parents are welcomed at my school.

Parents volunteer and participate in activities at my school.

I AM SATISFIED WITH HOME-SCHOOL RELATIONS.
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9.1
6.2
53
14.9
12.1
5.0
10.8
4.3
2.0
55
134
6.2
2.0
7.0
8.2

8.7
6.9
6.0
175
16.9
8.4
11.8
5.0
2.3
7.1
154
5.4
2.8
6.9
7.4

28.6
27.7
25.7
39.7
39.7
32.5
38.2
254
22.3
26.9
32.0
22.8
23.1
27.0
27.5

53.7
59.3
62.9
27.9
31.2
54.1
39.2
65.3
73.4
60.5
39.2
65.6
72.2
590.1
56.9

3215
3209
3205
3203
3193
3189
3197
3203
3205
3196
3196
3200
3200
3196
3202



Appendix 2: AdvanED QAR Report
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