Resources:

SC Department of Education
Office of Exceptional Children

http://ed.sc.gov

SC Council for Exceptional Children
http://mysccec.org/

Divison on Career Development & Transi-
tion

http://www.dcdt.org/

National Dissemination Center for Children
with Disabilities

http://www.nichcy.org

National Center for Learning Disabilities

http://www.ncld.org/

DisabilityInfo.gov

Aiken County Board of Disabilities
http://www.aikenboard.org/

SC Vocational Rehabilitation Department

http://www.scvrd.net/

For Additional
Information

Aiken County Public Schools
Department of Special Education
1000 Brookhaven Drive
Aiken, SC 29803
(803) 641-2622/641-2623
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Age of
Majority

Transfer of
Rights for
Students with
Disabilities

Office of Special Education
Aiken County Public Schools

1000 Brookhaven Drive
Aiken, SC 29803

Phone: 803-641-2622
Fax: 803-641-2628



What is the transfer
of rights?

If you are a school-age student and receiving special educa-
tion services, you are protected under the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Improvement Act 2004 (IDEA 2004).
It is extremely important that you understand your due proc-
ess rights to special education services so you will be able to
advocate for yourself. In South Carolina, at age 18, individu-
als are presumed to be capable of decision-making in all
areas of life, including education. IDEA 2004 states that you
must be informed about decisions and choices regarding
becoming your own educational guardian no later than one
year before you reach the "age of majority" or legal age for
your state. In South Carolina the legal age is 18. This means
you become responsible for making your own decisions
about school unless you have a court-appointed legal guard-

ian or court-appointed surrogate parent.

An Individualized Education Program (IEP) team that in-
cludes you, your parents, teachers and others makes yearly
plans about your education if you receive special education
services. Your parent has made the decisions that affect your
education, including looking at school records and being
involved in planning your education. At age 18, these rights
transfer to you; and you become the decision-maker about

your special education services.

It is important that you understand the choices that will be-
come your responsibility at age 18. During the year in which
you will become 17 years of age, the school is required to
inform you and your parents of this transfer of rights. This
usually occurs at the IEP meeting for that year. This will
allow you time to talk with your parents and others, to be
ready to take this responsibility and to be prepared to make
the best decisions about the supports you will need from

special education.

What are the rights that
transfer at age 18?

The decisions about your special education that transfer to you at

the "age of majority" include decisions about:

e  Your eligibility

e YourIEP

e  Your Placement

You will also have the right to give consent or refuse consent for
your evaluation or re-evaluation. You have the right to give con-
sent or refuse consent for placement if this is your first place-
ment in a special education program or services. You will have
the right to review your educational records, request mediation
or a due process hearing, and/or to file a complaint regarding a

Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE).

It is in your best interest to learn about special education laws so
that you can make informed decisions about your educational
program. It is our hope that you already have been a part of the
special education process and played an active role in developing
your transition goals since the age of 13. Ask your teacher, your
parent or other adults to help you learn more about special edu-

cation laws.

Who is responsible for notifying me

about this transfer of rights?

For more information, contact a special educator in your
school. This person will be able to answer other questions that
you may have regarding any information or words in this pam-

phlet.

What happens after these rights

transfer to me at age 18?

Will my parents still participate in my

special education meetings?

Your parents will continue to receive notices of meetings
and written information related to special education. You
may ask your parent or other adult to continue to make
decisions with you about special education; however, you
are not giving up your rights to make decisions about your

educational services.

Age of majority

e You will receive written notice for all meetings and will
be invited to attend those meetings. You may invite your

parents or others to attend the meetings.

e  You have the right to participate in all meetings where
decisions are made about your special education eligibil-
ity, evaluations, IEP or placement before those decisions
are put in place. You also have the right to prior written
notice if the district refuses your request to take these

actions.
e You have the right to review your educational records.

e You have the right to request meetings to review or
change your IEP, identification, evaluation or placement

in special education.

e You have the right to provide consent when it is required,
including consent to evaluate or reevaluate, release re-
cords, request mediation or a due process hearing and/or

file a complaint regarding your special education services.

e You have the right to ask questions and to ask and receive
help in solving problems. This includes the right to file a
complaint, request a due process hearing and participate
in mediation regarding special education services you

receive.



